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www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

As you are aware, we are unable to 
have our usual meetings and events because of 
Covid19 causing us to be affected by the 
lockdown and self-isolation. 

We held a virtual committee meeting just to 
sort out the immediate future. We decided that 
the plant sale will be cancelled. After much 
thought we have also decided that the Show will 
not take place. It is so sad to have to decide this 
because all of the preparation has been done. I 
would like to thank Derek Tilney, Ron 
Bartholemew for the preparation of the show 
schedule, benching  and prize cards, and our 
judges Margaret Bayliss and Keith Matthews for 
all their support. We have decided that we will 
continue with the Show next year and do as the 

Olympics and have the 2020 show in 2021. We 
will be green and recycle all the paperwork! 

On a happier note, growing crops in pots and 
garden has taken on a new life. The world and 
his wife are now growing food to eat. So 
remember to tell all your friends and neighbours 
we are only having a short break but will be 
back as soon as we can and will welcome new 
members. Remember £7.00 membership is well 
spent when we get that back in discount from 
Dobies seeds. 

Finally, I hope you have a successful and fruitful 
season. 

Keep well and stay safe. 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

 

Garden Plants and their Pollinators . . . . 

A report on the March meeting  

Derek welcomed members and several guests 
to the March meeting entitled ‘Garden Plants 
and their Pollinators’ with Nick Wray, Curator 
of the University of Bristol Botanic Gardens 
enthralling all present with his slides of familiar 
and unusual non-native garden plants.  Nick 
gave a brief history of the Botanic Gardens 
informing us that they have been in existence 
since 1882, primarily for the purpose of 
research and teaching, before moving to their 
present site on the Downs 15 years ago.  They 
now host a Teaching Garden, Chinese Herb 
Garden and Glasshouse Collection, together 
with 4500 plants of all species. All have to be 
pollinated, which is carried out by various forms 
of wildlife, ranging from the humble bumble 
bee to insects, bats and even rodents. For those 

interested in Chinese 
medicine, these 
tender plants are 
grown in the 
enormous 
glasshouses, home 
also to the Great 
Water Lily.  A visit to 
the Gardens is a must 
and open to all – see 
their website https://botanic-
garden.bristol.ac.uk/.  Derek then thanked Nick 
for his amazing presentation delivered with 
humour and extensive knowledge. 

Margaret Medland 

 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
https://botanic-garden.bristol.ac.uk/
https://botanic-garden.bristol.ac.uk/
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Send A Cow . . . . 

Our April meeting was to have been a talk by Margaret Watson, an Ambassador for the Send A Cow 
charity.  Sadly this talk had to be cancelled but we were able to send a donation to the charity.  Here is 
Margaret’s reply, which we thought you would find interesting: 

“Thank you so much for your kind donation on 
behalf of the Malmesbury Gardening Club. It's 
great to know that charities like Send A Cow are 
still getting support during these tough times. 
You'll be glad to know that, despite lockdown, 
our programmes in Africa are still being 
delivered, and in some cases, governments have 
asked SAC to roll out its health and sanitation 
programme and gender equality/household 
harmony programme to large areas as a way of 
dealing with the Coronavirus pandemic and 
preventing stigma to those who may get it.  

Founded by a group of Southwest farmers in 
1988, Send A Cow began by literally putting 
cows on airplanes and sending them to Uganda. 
Whilst cows are no longer sent from the UK, 
Send A Cow now works in six African countries – 

Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Uganda, and 
Zambia – providing education and training, 
varied livestock, seeds, and support to some of 
the poorest and most marginalised 
communities.  We work within those 
communities, identifying what resources they 
already have and what training they need.  The 
three pillars to our work are gender and social 
inclusion, farming the land, and business 
skills.  Farming families emerge from their time 
with SAC with skills that provide for more 
harmonious family life and better decision 
making; they have more knowledge about 
hygiene and nutrition; and they have the 
agricultural skills to raise animals and produce 
an abundance of food not only to feed 
themselves, but to use excess produce to start a 
variety of businesses providing sustainable 
income and resilience for their families.  Send A 
Cow programmes are simple, sustainable, and 
use resources that farmers can access quite 
easily. I am looking forward to sharing with you 
the details of how Send A Cow changes lives 
and some of the skills our farmers use, like tip 
taps, keyhole gardens, the pass-it-on principle, 
and push/pull planting. Until then, be assured 
that Send A Cow is still working hard to support 
and sustain the communities that we work 
with.” 

 

 

Tasks for May/June  

 

 Continue spraying roses  

 Apply rose fertilizer 2 oz per sq yd 

 Complete planting of half-hardy annuals 

 Tie in tall growing perennials  

 Prune early flowering shrubs, Forsythia, Ribes 
etc  

 Sow hardy biennials, wallflower, Sweet William 
etc  

 Spray fruit trees against scab sawfly and woolly 
aphid  

 Spray gooseberries against mildew  

 Spray blackcurrants against big 
mite  

 Spray strawberries against grey mould  

 Plant out dahlias and chrysanthemums  

 Sow annual seed in flowering situations  

 Earth up early potatoes, cover if frost forecast  

 Plant out courgettes, celery and sweet corn in 
late May  

 Sow perennial seed, delphiniums, lupins, 
hollyhocks etc 
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SHOW TIME . . . . 

I am sorry that we have had to cancel our show 
– everything was ready – prizes, cards and 
certificates. The 2020 Olympics will now be held 
in 2021, but they will be called the 2020 
Olympics and the winners of each event will get 
a medal with 2020 engraved on it.  I don’t see 
why we don’t do the same with our prizes. 

Show Judges have lots of funny stories about 
shows. Margaret Bayliss, who judges our floral 
art section, recalls that about 38 years ago she 
held floral art classes for beginners at Great 
Somerford, where ten village ladies came once a 
month. This particular month the subject was 
making a Table Floral Display.  Margaret asked 
her friend Jean, who lived in Frome, if she would 
like to come along and join them.  Margaret 
sent her friend a list of all the things she would 
need to bring  – a dish, piece of oasis, flowers, 
leaves, a frog, a knife and a cloth. 

 

 

Jean arrived late; Margaret asked “Were you 
able to get all the things on the list?” Jean 
answered that she “had a terrible time finding a 
frog”. In her hand was a china frog, not a device 
for securing the stems of flowers and foliage!  
They all laughed and so did Jean.  

Arthur Thomas used to judge our vegetable 
classes. I asked him 
what was the most 
unusual thing he had 
seen when judging. 
He paused and said 
“White City 1938”. A 
gardener who didn’t 
think much of the 
judges skills had 
carved a pair of 
wooden marrows, 
painted them and 

won prizes with them!  

Arthur was a lovely old chap – he took cuttings 
from his wife’s wedding bouquet and on each 
anniversary gave her a bunch of carnations.   

Derek 

 

Prize cards . . . . 

The first 
Prize Cards 
the Club had 

were 
supplied to 
us, free of 
charge, by 

seed 
companies 

who had 
their names 
prominently 

displayed  on the cards.  Later the club became 
affiliated to the RHS and we bought our cards 
from them. Apart from the prestige of having 
the RHS logo on our schedules, the prize cards 
they supplied were rubbish!  

Their cards were quite large, about 6” x 4”, and 
they served the dual purpose of being the 
‘Benching card’ and then if that exhibit was 
awarded a first, second or third, the card was 
turned into a prize card by sticking a coloured 
label in the middle of it. 

They were awful. The problem was that every 
benching card had to written out very neatly 
because it might well become the winning prize 
card, and the sticky coloured label had to be 
positioned very carefully. One year a lady who 
had wonderful calligraphic skills offered to write 
all the cards – of course we got the details of the 
competitors a couple of days before the show 
and she had several hundred cards to write – we 
had to call a halt to her calligraphic skills when 
she had done just a handful in one day ! 
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Riddick’s the printers were still in the High 
Street and they printed some quite basic cards 
for a few years.  Now we are in the computer 

age. For the last 
years, Ron 
Bartholomew has 
given the club 
some very 
attractive prize 
cards.  Each year 
Ron changes the 
design and each 

card is dedicated to its own class which is a 
great help to our stewards. 

While the Club was affiliated to the RHS we 
were also closely linked to Malmesbury Carnival. 
We held our show on the August Bank Holiday 
in a large marquee on the Junior School grounds 
as part of the Carnival Fete. The Carnival 
Committee gave the club bronze and silver 
medals for our cup winners!  

The fete was a very grand affair with a dog 
show, donkey derby, ‘It’s a Knockout’ races and 
one year we had the Royal Corps of Signals 
motorcycle stunt team !               

Derek. 

 

 

The Tale of My Orchid . . . . 

Several years ago I was given a beautiful orchid. 
It was shaded pink and in a pot which was inside 
a wicker basket. I went on holiday for a few 
weeks and asked a lady to water my greenhouse 
and house plants. She did it well and my house 
plants looked good and the greenhouse looked 
lush. My friend was a bit concerned in case she 
had over-watered my orchid. She told me she 
had only given it a bit of water daily. I looked at 
my orchid on the dining room table and assured 

her it was fine. I did not have 
the heart to tell her she had 
watered a silk orchid! It had 
soaked through the mat that it 
stood on and stained my table. 
I never told her because she 
would have been so upset.  

Ellie 

 

Fame . . . . 

I like to make up several 
hanging baskets and 
was delighted to 
discover the vigorous 
masses of yellow 
flowers that Piers of 
Sherston Parva Nursery 
used in his ‘Malmesbury 
in Bloom’ baskets. They are ‘Bidens’. This 
seemed an odd name for a plant genus and it 
set me looking – who was ‘Biden’? Was he a 
dedicated plant hunter? I’m afraid not. In 1888 
an American botanist, Nathanial Britton, visited 
Kew Gardens with his wife on their honeymoon 
and on his return to the States decided New 
York should have a Botanical Garden which he 
then proceeded to create and he became its 
first director – he had some pretty big names on 
the board of managers: Andrew Carnegie, J. P. 
Morgan and Cornelius Vanderbilt II. Nathanial 

Britton received substantial financial support by 
naming new plants after wealthy patrons.  Mr 
Biden was not a plant collector, just a donor 
with a cheque book!      

Just another piece of useless information – 
Cadbury’s Roses chocolates  are named after a 
Mr Rose – he 
invented a tobacco 
wrapping machine 
and his company 
went on to make 
the sweet wrapping 
machines which 
wrapped the chocolates.       

 

Derek                                      
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

In last month’s newsletter I mentioned the very 
untidy part of my garden. An update: now we 
are self-isolating I have had more time to give 
this area. It is 15ft x 30ft and was overgrown 
with brambles and very old shrubs. It has now 
been cleared and levelled. As this area is very 
exposed to the wind I have put up a windbrake 
of timber and posts on two sides, 8ft high, this is 
also for privacy when sunbathing – ha ha! The 
entire area has had 45 paving slabs laid with an 
18” border at the back for scented shrubs and 
plants. Oh, I could go on about this area and 
what plants am I going to put in. Well, I have a 
Philadelphus ‘belle etoile’, a single white flower, 
highly scented. But they grow into huge shrubs I 
hear you say. Yes, but trained on my 8ft 
supports and pruned to their situation it will be 
OK. Other plants I am considering include 
Daphne odora, a small shrub, again highly 
scanted, lilies including oriental and tiger – all 
are scented - lavender and annual plants such as 
tobacco plants (Nicotiana) and night scented 
stock, an annual. Why all these scented plants? 
Well, the area 15ft x 10ft will have table and 
chairs for all day use. In front of this an area 
again 15ft x 10ft will be something I have always 
wanted having looked after many for the 
customers I have worked for. Have you 
guessed? A pergola 8ft high and hopefully 
covered one day with a rambling rose variety 
Paul Noel, colour light pink, repeat flowering 
with a strong scent 
with a medium 
size bloom. I will 
also be planting 
with the rose a 
Clematis montana 
variety rubens, 
slightly darker pink 
than Elizabeth, 
flowering 
May/June, before 
the rose.  

Summer climbers . . . . 

Where to start! The 
classic climbing rose 
is a must in all 
gardens. Climbing 
roses can be 4 or 5ft 
high when in flower, 
or 10 or 20ft high, 
and need support. If 
you have a long 

fence, a rambling rose would be better. These 
can grow to 40 or 50ft in length and they will 
sometimes put on 10 or 12 ft in a year. There is 
every colour you could want amongst the 
climbing and rambling roses. There are so many 
climbing plants flowering at different times of 
the year, it’s only possible for me to mention a 
few here. I have worked in some very large 
gardens, many open to the public in spring and 
summer; all had some very interesting climbers. 
Actinidia kolomikta, for instance, mainly grown 
for its foliage; the young leaves are reddish 
green changing to 
bright green 
blotched with 
white and deep 
pink. Small white 
flowers, slightly 
fragrant, are 
borne in late 
spring/early 
summer. An area 
with full sun would be best. Another climber 
new to me many years ago was Eccremocarpus 
scaber, otherwise known as the Chilean glory 
vine. The seeds, which are in little pods, when 
sown in pots germinate well, they will also 
germinate in a number of places on the ground. 
An evergreen climber, self-clinging, with tubular 
orange-red flowers from spring to autumn; it 
will grow in semi-shade or full sun.  You know 
me and colour coordinating, matching foliage as 
well as flowers. Wisteria, for instance, the lilac-
blue flowers of W. frutescens look even better if 
planted with Humulus lupulas aureus, the 
golden hop. Leaves are bright yellow and as 
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vigorous as a wisteria. This plant I found 
growing on a house wall some 40ft high right up 
to the gutter. Although a shrub, it had been 
trained over many years needing support as it 
grew. Again this one was new to me and it was a 
while before I found out its name. Exochorda x 
marcrantha, or the pearl bush, variety The Bride 
produces large white flowers in clusters on the 
ends of short growths mid to late spring; a 
sheltered south facing position would be best. 
On two thirds of my house I have a 
Parthenocissus or Virginia creeper, variety 
quinquefolia, also known as the Boston ivy, a 
self-clinging variety with green leaves turning a 
brilliant red in the autumn. Planted alongside 
this is Euonymus variety emerald gaiety, a small 
shrub but planted against a wall it will climb, as 
mine has, to the gutter. It is an evergreen plant 
producing inconspicuous white flowers with 
green and silver leaves.  I hope this gives you 
some ideas. There are many more interesting 
climbers, but that is a topic for another 
newsletter.  

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Clematis variety Bill Mackenzie: a vigorous 
variety with large lemon bell-shaped flowers in 
late summer followed by fluffy beards. Prune 
down hard in spring. Ht10ft.  

Pests’ paradise . . . . 

Wisteria scale: a sap sucking insect that can also 
affect some plums and acer varieties. Large 
blackish brown round scales are found on 
branches; a bad infestation can cause dieback. 
Prune out bad areas if only slightly affected, 
scrape off and apply Provado, a systemic 
insecticide. A second spraying a few weeks later 
is advisable. This problem appears late spring.  

Plants to enjoy in May/June  

Aubrieta, Veronica, Paeonia, Deutzia, Viburnum, Dicentra, 
Laburnum, Wisteria, Malus (crab apple), Buddleia, Cornus 
kousa. 

 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Well, like all of us with gardens, I have plenty of 
time to spend there. The vegetable plot starts to 
gather pace. Many years ago I took over the 
running of the vegetable plot from my father. 
The plot was big: you could have built three 
bungalows on it with a small garden for each. In 
my first year I had rats in my potato patch – not 
a good start. 

Tomatoes . . . .  

Is it five years since I touched on tomato  
varieties? My word! So many new ones have 
been introduced. If you are like me and find one 
that is sweet, a good size and produces a good 
crop, why change? In years gone by I have tried 
so many varieties, nowadays I keep to the two 
that have the above characteristics. These are a 
medium size tomato, Ferline f1, and Sungold f1, 

golden orange and slightly larger than a cherry. 
Both are sweet; they are for greenhouse 
cultivation and will need staking. I have been 
put off growing outdoor tomatoes because of 
the blight which attacks both leaf and tomato, 
but I am going to try a new variety called 
Mountain Merit f1. It has some blight and wilt 
resistance, it comes under the beefsteak variety; 
if it gets to half the size with no problems I will 
be happy. Oh! I hear you say, I always grow 
Alicante, Moneymaker or Ailsa Craig. These are 
very good varieties and I have grown them in 
the past. What is new these days are the shapes 
and colours of tomatoes. With lockdown I have 
taken to juggling tomatoes. I tried eggs but it 
was too messy! I digress.  Indigo blueberry, for 
instance, has deep purple fruits which ripen to 
almost black, the flavour is that of a plum with 
pink flesh, a cherry tomato for indoor or out.  
Cream Sausage is a plum tomato ideal for salsa 
or pasta sauce, with good flavour, 
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creamy/yellow in colour, an outdoor variety. 
Chocolate Cherry is an indoor or outdoor 
variety, a purple cherry tomato with excellent 
flower trusses producing  six to eight small fruits 
per truss; it will need staking. Tigerella AGM has 
been around for a number of years and I have 
grown it on many occasions, a medium-sized red 
tomato with yellow stripes, good flavour, a 
greenhouse variety. Tumbling Tom is a yellow 
cherry good for hanging baskets with juicy 
sweetness and flavour, and good blight 
resistance. I have to say I have not grown 
beefsteak tomatoes, but for those of you who 
would like to the variety Gazzy is worth a try. 
Large yellow ribbed fruits with a soft skin, each 
could weigh up to 10oz, a greenhouse variety 
that will need staking. 

 
Indigo Blueberry 

 
Tigerella 

Seasonal activities . . . . 

No excuse now, plenty to be getting on with on 
the vegetable plot. If you started some 
vegetables in pots, they can be planted out if big 
enough. I started off broad beans, cabbage, 
salad leaves and green sprouting broccoli this 
way. You can start to plant most vegetable 
seeds now, including potatoes. Put up runner 
bean sticks and sow two seeds at the base of 
each stick in case of bad germination. You can 
also sow dwarf French beans now; I sow half a 
dozen or more in a clump at the edge of the 

main sowing, again in case of bad germination. 
Lift them when a few inches high and plant in 
gaps where there was no germination. I will be 
planting sweet corn soon as I have a lot of 
barbecues. Remember to plant it in a block not 
in a long row as this helps with pollination.  

Problems in the vegetable plot such as aphids 
will be further into the season, but pigeons will 
eat your brassicas, so cover with netting. Keep 
an eye on the weather; should a frost be 
forecast cover any potato haulms (tops) with 
hessian or similar. If you are an early riser, wash 
off any frost on your haulms with a watering 
can: damage is done when the sun gets on the 
leaves that were frosted and it will turn them 
black.  

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Beetroot, variety Red Ace (AGM):  A good 
variety for exhibition, this one does not get 
woody. It is sweet and tender with good shape 
and colour. 

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Cuckoo spit:  A frothy deposit found on various 
areas of leaf and stem, mostly on flowers such 
as lavender, but some vegetables may also have 
it. A greeny-yellow grub lies inside the froth; it 
feeds by sucking the sap. This insect is not 
detrimental to the plant and can be left or 
removed by hand. 

 

Some vegetables to enjoy in May/June 

Purple sprouting broccoli, autumn sown cabbage and 
cauliflower, broad beans. Frame  sown, potatoes, peas, carrots, 
salad leaves, radish, small beetroot, spring onions. 

 

Prize Competition 

What are these two saying? 

While you are on ‘Lockdown’ why not have a go at winning our free 
competition?   

We are offering a prize of £20 for the most amusing suggestion of what 
these two are saying – but it must be about GARDENING.  It can be about 
anything to do with gardening, our club – talks, sale, show, newsletter – 
anything gardening. 

E-mail your entries to derektilney@talktalk.net or post to 86 Parklands, 
Malmesbury SN16 0QJ – entries close 10th June 2020.  We hope to print a 
selection of your entries in our next newsletter. 

mailto:derektilney@talktalk.net
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All Home Together . . . . 

As a head gardener on a number of estates I 
have sown seeds in a number of things, old 
chimney pots, wheelbarrows and buckets just to 
name a few. The garden comes into its own now 
that most of us are self-isolating. Who knows 
how long this could go on for? I have heard it 
could be September. If it does go on that long it 
gives us five months, which takes us through the 
main growing season for vegetables. If we grow 
those vegetables that will freeze down, those 
that we can use now and those we can use in 
the winter, we could save a few pounds.  

Many of you will have 
taken advantage of the 
Dobies seed catalogue 
and there are other 
places where you can 
still get seeds: some 
supermarkets sell them 
and there are many 
suppliers online. 
Getting the children 

involved in the garden keeps them occupied for 
a while, seeds sown don’t come up overnight 
but by sowing some each day it will prolong 
their interest. You don’t need a patch of ground 
to start gardening: seeds can be sown in a 

multitude of things. Flower pots are the most 
obvious, but I have also sown seeds in old 
wellington boots, old sinks, short metal or 
plastic pipes stood upright, plastic containers – 
there are so many things you can use. If you 
have some old shoes the children will love filling 
them with soil from the garden or compost from 
a bag. There will be some seeds that need a 
little more depth but the containers I have 
mentioned will be perfect for radish, spring 
onion, lettuce, salad leaves, dwarf French beans, 
beetroot and many varieties of herbs. You may 
not produce large crops but you will produce 
something and keep your children interested 
and occupied.  

When I was young the first thing I did in the 
mornings was to go and check my seeds.  I will 
say just one thing: with very little depth in some 
of your containers only sow a few seeds, half a 
dozen seeds will be sufficient; it will give the 
roots more room so producing better top 
growth. Sow again a few days later so keeping a 
continuation. Don’t forget to label your 
containers. 

Keith 
 

 

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

These are strange and worrying times and I am sure, like me, you are finding that the hardest things are 
not being able to see family and friends, and not being able to pop out to buy the things that you need.  

With garden centres closed, we are having to rely more on the big online companies.  Some of the 
smaller firms are also now doing online business, including Hortico Plant Centre at Sherston. However, 
be patient: many of them are struggling to keep pace with the huge volume of orders. But it is worth the 
wait and good to know that we can still support local businesses. 

Alison 

 

 


